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THE FOOTHILLS - PHASE 1 

DESIGN GUIDELINES  

 

1. Introduction 

The Foothills will be a premier residential neighbourhood on Vancouver 

Island.  This Building Scheme is intended to maintain a high standard of 

design and construction in the neighbourhood and to ensure it “fits” 

attractively into the beautiful natural setting.   

The intent of the design guidelines is to both permit individual 

expression within home design while at the same time creating an 

overall sense of harmony amongst buildings.  It further endeavors to 

create an overall feel of a “Westcoast Island Mountain” architecture to 

enhance the sense of place and experience of living in the 

neighbourhood. 

2. Select Builder and Designer Program  

A. Building scheme 

(a) There are two elements to this building scheme:  

(i) Intent - These are statements that convey the goals that the 

guidelines are aiming to achieve; and  

(ii) Guidelines - These are detailed statements outlining what is 

allowed, prohibited or encouraged.  

B. Flexibility  

(a) Where the applicant is working with a “Preferred” builder or 

designer, the Developer will from time to time be flexible on the 
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application of specific guidelines and focus more on the “intent” 

of the guidelines than on specific regulations, provided the 

outcome of the design clearly achieves the intent of the 

guidelines.   

(b) Where the applicant is not working with a preferred builder or 

designer, the Developer will use the specific Guidelines to guide 

their evaluation.   

C. Preferred builders and designers 

(a) The Developer has identified a list of preferred builders and 

designers.  

D. How to become a Preferred builder or designer 

(a) A builder or designer can apply to become “Preferred” builder or 

designer through the following process:  

(i) Contact the developer and ask for a meeting; 

(ii) Present a portfolio of work that demonstrates a high 

standard of quality;  

(iii) Sign an agreement to abide by the guidelines in all work in 

the Foothills.  

3. Review and Approvals Process  

A. Approval required  

(a) No construction or improvements shall be commenced without 

written approval of Lone Tree Properties Ltd (the Developer) or 

assigned delegate.  

(b) The Developer shall have the absolute right and power to 

approve or reject the plans for construction or improvements as 

submitted.  
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B. Plan approval process 

(a) Preliminary Concept Plan Review  

(i) An initial concept plan shall be submitted to the developer 

showing: 

• The proposed location of home, driveway, accessory 

buildings and primary landscaping elements; and 

• Preliminary floor plan concepts, elevations and/or 3d 

images of building style, and descriptions of the exterior 

materials and colours (roofs, cladding, etc.…).  

(ii) Two sets of plans for proposed construction or 

improvements shall be submitted to the Developer for 

review.  

(iii) The Developer will review the concept submission in a 

timely manner and may ask for a meeting to discuss 

clarifications, changes or refinements that may be required 

to the preliminary concept.  

(iv) When the preliminary concept is acceptable, the Developer 

will approve the preliminary concept plan.  

(b) Working drawings submission  

(i) Two sets of plans for proposed construction or 

improvements shall be submitted to the Developer for 

review.  

(c) Submission contents  

(i) The plans shall include detailed descriptions of all relevant 

elements addressed in this Building Scheme. 
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(d) Review and refinement  

(i) The Developer will review the submission in a timely 

manner and may request additional information, changes or 

refinements to the proposed plans.   

(e) Approval  

(i) The Developer will not approve any plans that do not meet 

the intent and specific guidelines sufficiently.  

(ii) Following approval of the plan by the Developer, a set of 

plans will be stamped “Approved” and signed by the 

Developer and returned to the owner for submission to the 

municipality in support of an application for a building 

permit.  

(f) Discretion  

(i) The Developer may waive or interpret any Design Guideline 

where deemed reasonable to achieve the intent of the 

Guideline. 

(g) Recourse  

(i) A $10,000 charge shall be paid on approval of plans, funds 

to be held in trust – to be released after construction of the 

home to ensure it meets the requirements of the Building 

Scheme.  

A $2,500 landscape deposit will be required and will be 

released after the proposed landscape has been installed 

following the construction of the home.  

C. Fees 

(a) The Approving Authority is entitled to be compensated for their 

time to review drawing at a rate commensurate with the industry 

at the time of the approval. 
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4. Guidelines  

The Design Guidelines are intended to ensure that no owner builds in a 

manner that negatively impacts the surrounding neighbours or community 

overall.  The Guidelines are structured to support attractive and innovative 

design while avoiding design that would have negative impacts.  

These Guidelines are supplemental to any applicable District of Lantzville 

Zoning and Guidelines and to the BC Building Code – compliance with all 

three is required.  

The following guidelines outline the Foothills Building Scheme requirements 

for Phase 1.  

5. Land Use  

A. Uses permitted  

Intent  

To create an attractive, high quality residential neighbourhood 

that supports a relaxed and quiet quality of life.  

Guidelines  

(a) The uses permitted must be in accordance with the applicable 

zoning bylaws.  

(b) There shall be no camping or other form of temporary occupation 

of any lot before or during construction of the home. 

B. Use and condition of the lot 

Intent  

(a) To maintain a safe and attractive environment at all times.  

Guidelines  

(b) No dangerous or offensive material shall be stored upon a lot.  
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(c) Discharge of firearms on a lot is not permitted at any time.  

(d) Discharge of explosives is not permitted on a lot at any time after 

construction 

C. Screening 

Intent  

(a) To maintain an attractive visual presence of the home and 

landscape in the neighbourhood.  

Guidelines  

(b) All mechanical, electrical, communications or other service 

equipment located outside or on the roof of any building or 

structure shall be appropriately screened from view from the 

street or adjacent properties.  Screening can include landscaping, 

hedging, fencing, ornamental structures or other means – 

consistent with the other guidelines in this Building Scheme.  

D. Antennas, Satellite Dishes and Solar Panels  

Intent  

To minimize the negative visual impact of communications and 

energy infrastructure.  

Guidelines  

(a) Solar panels are permitted on the roofs of structures.  

(b) Wind energy-generation devices are not permitted.  

(c) No pole, mast, antenna or aerial structure shall be installed on any 

lot.  

(d) No satellite dish or other television receiving device over 30 

inches in diameter shall be allowed and any such device under 30 

inches in diameter should be located in such a manner as to not 

be visible from the frontage road.  
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E. Vehicle and accessory storage  

Intent  

To minimize the visual impact of non-primary or rarely used 

vehicles, accessories to those vehicles or recreation equipment on 

the lot.  

Guidelines  

(a) No recreational vehicles, boats, trailers, other recreational 

equipment, travel trailer, truck camper, truck canopy, house trailer 

or derelict, unlicensed or inoperable vehicle, or similar equipment 

shall be kept, parked, stored or maintained on any lot unless it is 

located immediately adjacent the home and is fully screened from 

view from the frontage street.  

(b) Screening can include hedging, wood fencing, garden lattice 

structures, stone walls or similar structures whose materials meet 

building and landscape material requirements herein.  

F. Garbage  

Intent  

To maintain lots in a generally tidy state at all times.   

Guidelines  

Construction-related garbage shall be stored in receptacles at all 

times.  

G. Fire pits and incinerators 

Intent  

To permit recreational fire pits but to limit possible negative 

impacts from fires.  
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Guidelines  

(a) Outdoor fire pits shall be permitted on each lot, but no owner 

may by its design or its use create a fire hazard.  

(b) The lighting of fires must at all times conform to municipal, 

regional or provincial fire controls.  

6. Home Siting Considerations  

A. Zoning, ROWs, Covenants and Easements  

Intent  

To ensure adherence to applicable zoning, Rights-of-Way, 

covenants and easements.  

Guidelines  

The owner shall ensure any buildings and landscaping on their lot 

is in conformance with applicable zoning, Rights-of-Way, 

covenants or easements that impact their lot.  

B. Disturbance Envelope  

Intent  

To maintain the natural ecosystem integrity and character of the 

overall site by maintaining natural areas within each lot without 

unduly limiting its reasonable use or enjoyment of views by its 

owner.  

Guidelines  

(a) The Developer may establish a “Disturbance Envelope” on each 

lot which shall define the area within which homes, gardens, 

driveways, accessory buildings, structures and fencing may occur.  

(i) For lots with less than 25m frontage, the Development 

Envelope shall be defined as being within a 1.5m setback 

from both side property lines.  
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(ii) For lots with greater than 25m frontage, the setback will be 

2m or greater from the side property lines. 

(b) Outside the Disturbance Envelope, the owner must minimize 

negative impact on the natural ecosystem at all times – including 

construction.  

(c) While an owner may select to own several adjacent lots, the 

Disturbance Envelopes of no more than two adjacent lots may be 

joined to create a larger building site.  The tree protection zone 

between the two lots may then be eliminated with approval.  

C. Tree removal  

Intent  

To establish a Tree Protection Zone that will support the 

protection of native trees and vegetation along property lines 

while permitting the owner to remove sufficient trees that may 

exist or grow into the home’s view shed to permit the retention of 

ocean or other important views.    

Guidelines  

(a) The “view-corridor” for each home, shall generally be defined as a 

corridor the width of the lot, parallel to its side lot lines, minus the 

widths of any protection zones along its edges, property lines or 

other identified protection areas.  Within this area, subject to 

Municipal guidelines, tree and vegetation removal is permitted.    

(b) The Developer may establish a Tree Protection Zone, separate 

from the Disturbance Envelope and view corridor, within which 

the owner is not permitted to remove trees without a professional 

arborist’s report that declares the tree in question to be currently 

or imminently unsafe due to disease or other natural causes, or 

where the Lantzville Fire Chief requires tree removal for safety 

reasons.    
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D. Driveways 

Intent  

To provide effective driveways that minimize negative impacts on 

the landscape and aesthetics of the neighbourhood.  

Guidelines  

(a) Driveways should be designed to minimize major landscape 

impacts such as extensive blasting, overly large aprons, external 

parking or turn-around areas.   

(b) In general, driveways should be no wider than one lane in width 

(<5m) for a minimum of 4 meters from the intersection with the 

frontage road.  Where necessary turning radii create access 

challenges for the driveway, additional width may be considered.  

(c) No driveways, sidewalks, or walkways shall be constructed of 

materials other than asphalt, exposed aggregate concrete, 

stamped concrete, interlocking brick, permeable paving, or 

concrete pavers.  

(d) Parking areas and drive surfaces on the sides or rear of the home 

may be gravel.  

7. Architectural Design  

A. Architectural style  

Intent  

To create a general aesthetic quality across all homes in the 

Foothills neighbourhood of a “Westcoast, Island Mountain style” 

of architecture, while allowing for flexibility in expression for 

individual homes.  
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Guidelines  

(a) While open to many various design expressions and conventional 

styles in a home, all homes should have the following:  

(i) Larger than normal eaves;  

(ii) Gracious, larger than normal, covered entries; 

(iii) A coastal colour palette – including muted, calm, darker 

colours of the mountain and Island natural environment;   

(iv) A visibility of structural elements – posts, beams and rafters; 

(v) Significant glazing and a strong indoor/outdoor 

relationship; and 

(vi) Relatively simple detailing and trim patterns that visibly 

integrate into the form of the building.  

B. Sloped Topography Architecture  

Intent  

To encourage architecture that responds harmoniously to the 

Lot’s natural topography in order to reduce the wholesale 

destruction of a Lot’s natural topography and natural sense of 

place.  

Guidelines  

(a) House design is encouraged to use massing and level changes to 

“fit” to the site where possible to reduce the scale of impact on 

the site.  

(b) Where significant topographic modification is undertaken, 

landscaping should be used to recreate a natural connection to 

the original or surrounding natural topography.  
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C. Home Size  

Intent  

To maintain an appropriate range of home sizes and prices to 

create a social diversity in the neighbourhood while protecting 

both land values and visual harmony.  

Guidelines  

(a) Minimum size – No home may be constructed under 100sqm 

unless otherwise approved.  

(b) Maximum size – No home may be constructed over 600sqm, 

including garage space and suites, unless otherwise approved.  

D. Heights of Structures 

Intent  

To allow sufficient height to permit excellence in design while 

maintaining a single family, rural feel in the neighbourhood.  

Guidelines  

(a) Height limits shall conform to the municipal zoning for the 

neighbourhood.  

(b) Maximum height – (as per zoning) 

(c) Ancillary bldg. heights – Ancillary buildings must not exceed the 

height of the primary building.  

(d) Where a building has more than two stories visible from the 

frontage road and a relatively flat roof, upper floors should 

employ reasonable massing setbacks to reduce the perception of 

massiveness from the frontage road.  
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E. Roof Form  

Intent  

To ensure roofs provide sufficient fire protection, rain protection 

and enhance the overall performance of the home, as well as its 

support of a Westcoast Island Mountain architectural theme.  

Guidelines  

(a) Materials and colours 

(i) Roofs shall be constructed from fire-resistant material.   No 

highly flammable roofing, such as natural wood shakes or 

shingles shall be used on roofs of either primary or ancillary 

buildings.  

(ii) Roofs shall generally be natural, dark earth-toned colours.  

(iii) No brightly coloured roofs are allowed (e.g.: red, blue, 

orange, light green metal roofing), no terra cotta tile roofs 

are allowed and all roofs must be non-reflective, satin or 

matte in finish. 

(iv) Solar panels are permitted on roofs.  

(v) Green vegetated roofs are permitted.  

(b) Types of roof form 

(i) The types of roof form should fit with the architectural 

theme of Westcoast, Island Mountain architecture, including 

shed, gable, hip and flat roofs.  

(ii) Roof forms not permitted include A-frame, gambrel (barn), 

mansard, curvilinear, shell or domed roofs.  

(c) Pitch  

(i) Roofs should have a maximum pitch of 12V:10H.  
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(d) Dormers  

(i) Dormers may have gable, hip or shed roofs.  

(ii) Dormers should not appear oversized but rather be 

designed and located to “fit appropriately as a sub-feature 

of the building” within the primary massing pattern of the 

building. 

(e) Skylights  

(i) Skylights are permitted provided they do not compromise 

privacy for either the home or neighbouring homes.  

(ii) Skylights should be primarily located on the side and rear 

planes of the roof.  

(f) Eaves, soffits and trim 

(i) Eaves should be generous / over-sized on the majority of 

the building where physically possible (e.g.: 20” or more).    

(ii) Massing without prominent eaves may be considered for a 

relatively small sub-mass of the building whose 

architectural intent is to be an alternative design element 

that contrasts to the primary building form that has larger 

eaves.  

(iii) Soffits and trim should be compatible with the colours and 

materials of the rest of the building.  

(iv) Exposed flashing, gutters, downspouts or other 

miscellaneous similar elements shall be compatible with the 

building’s overall colour and material palette.  
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F. Front Façade and Streetscape Composition  

Intent  

To create a visible hierarchy of the street-façade of homes and to 

present an overall sense of welcome and accessibility to the 

frontage street.  

Guidelines  

(a) The home shall present a visibly “primary” façade to the frontage 

street and this façade shall have the primary entry area to the 

home and additional glazing to avoid the sense that “the home is 

turning its back on the street.”  

(b) Primary entry areas to the home should be easily identifiable 

within the frontage façade and landscaping as the primary “front 

door” to the home and should be, in large part, visible from the 

frontage street at or near the end of the home’s driveway.  This 

requirement may be varied where major topographical 

impediments exist (e.g.: significant rock) to the view line to the 

front entry from the frontage street.  

G. Rear and Side Facades 

Intent  

To ensure an overall continuity to the design of the home as a 

whole when viewed from all sides, and to respect the need for 

privacy between adjacent homes.  

Guidelines  

(a) Large monolithic or blank walls should be avoided.  

(b) The materials, colours, trim and design elements of the side and 

rear of the home shall be similar to and harmonious with those of 

the primary façade.  Distinct small sub massing elements whose 

intent is to provide architectural interest through juxtaposition 

from the visible primary form of the building may be considered.  
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(c) Side facades of the home shall locate windows and doors with 

consideration for privacy of adjacent homes.  Where significant 

glazing is appropriate on a side façade to accommodate 

important outdoor living spaces adjacent the home, landscaping 

and screening should be used to ensure privacy where needed.  

H. Corner Lot and High Visibility Lots 

Intent  

(a) To ensure that homes on corner or other high visibility Lots offer 

attractive façades on all the sides that are highly visible.   

Guidelines  

(b) One façade of the home shall visibly be the “primary” façade with 

the primary entrance (see Front Façade guidelines section).  

(c) Where another façade faces an adjacent second street on a 

corner Lot, or is highly visible from various sides due to 

topography or street layouts, the second visible façade should 

include some design elements similar to the Front Façade of the 

home, such as a second visible entrance, additional glazing 

beyond what would otherwise be used on a side facade, detailing 

or other similar devices.   

I. Exterior Materials and Finishes  

Intent  

To ensure an overall compatibility of homes to each other and to 

the natural landscape across the entire neighbourhood, while 

supporting a diversity of expressions of the desired Westcoast 

Island Mountain architectural theme.  

Guidelines  

(a) Colours 

(i) The overriding principle for the exterior colour of the 

buildings is to create a community of homes that are in 
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visual harmony with the terrain and vegetation of the 

natural landscaped and with each other. 

(ii) The use of earth tones and colours from historical palettes 

of such manufacturers as Benjamin Moore, Para, Pratt 

&Lambert and Farrow and Ball are encouraged.  

(iii) Accent colours can be used to bring interest and 

individuality to the buildings 

(iv) All colour schemes must be submitted and approved by the 

Approving Authority in its absolute discretion 

(v) Homes located along the ridge lines that are highly visible 

from existing Lantzville neighbourhoods should choose 

darker colours to blend into the hillside. 

(b) Materials  

(i) Recommended  

• Wood; 

• Stone;  

• Hardiplank or similar cement-fiber cladding; 

• Brick;  

• Split-face concrete block;  

• Finished concrete (e.g.: bush hammered, stamped, 

acid-treated, others) and concrete coloured in natural 

earth tone colours; 

• Rammed earth; or  
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(ii) May be allowed as minor elements of overall cladding 

pattern:  

• Galvanized, stainless or other non-coloured or 

unfinished metal;  

• Stucco  

• Cultured stone 

• Curtain wall glass 

• Unfinished concrete 

(iii) Prohibited  

• Plastic or vinyl siding; 

• Non-split face cinder / concrete block; 

• Plywood or construction panels; or 

• Ceramic tile or other materials of any kind whose 

pattern or colour conflicts with the desired natural 

earth tones and Westcoast Island Mountain 

architectural theme.  

(c) Fire rating 

(i) Materials with high fire resistance ratings are especially 

encouraged.  

(d) Structural elements 

(i) Integration of substantial visible structural elements (posts, 

beams, extended rafters, purlins, others…) are encouraged 

and should be made of a material similar to or harmonious 

with the exterior cladding of the home, including those on 

the recommended exterior materials list.  

(e) Fascia and trim 

(i) Fascia and trim shall be from the approved list of materials 

and colours.  
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(ii) Fascia should be a minimum of 25cm (10 inches) wide and 

trim, when used, should be a minimum of 8cm (3 inches) in 

width.  

(f) Exposed foundations  

(i) Exposed foundations shall not exceed 0.5m in height from 

ground level.  

(g) Chimneys 

(i) Flues and vents should be enclosed within a chimney 

structure whose materials are consistent with the approved 

materials for cladding.  

(ii) Iconic chimneys clad in stone and brick are encouraged.  

(iii) All wood-burning chimneys shall have spark arrestors.  

(h) Vents 

(i) All roof vents should be located on roof surfaces sloping 

toward the rear of the building where possible.  

(ii) Vents should be painted in a colour that matches the 

roofing material so as to blend into the roof.  

J. Windows and Doors  

Intent  

Windows and doors offer the opportunity to provide individual 

character and refinement of scale to a home, while reserving the 

quality of the community.  

Guidelines  

(a) Wood, Fiberglass and superior quality metal clad/wood windows 

should be used.  

(b) Superior quality vinyl windows may be considered 
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(c) Exterior finishes should be stained or painted 

(d) Mirrored or reflective glass is prohibited 

(e) Exterior main feature doors should be made of wood 

K. Entries, Balconies, Decks and Railings 

Intent  

To support outdoor living areas in a manner that integrates well 

with the design of the home and its landscape and respects 

privacy needs of neighbours.  

Guidelines  

(a) A large covered entry shall be provided for the primary entrance 

of each home (target minimum 70 sq. ft.).  

(b) Balconies and decks are permitted on all floors of a home. Lower 

decks and balconies should be larger than upper floor ones to 

minimize a visual impression of the home being top heavy.  

(c) The underside of projecting decks and balconies shall be 

screened and finished with materials from the approved list, 

unless the supporting structure is of high aesthetic quality and is 

integrated into a structural pattern used throughout the home.  

Where the underside areas of a deck or balcony are not screened, 

they shall be landscaped in a high-quality manner in keeping with 

the rest of the Lot.   

(d) Balconies and railings shall be of a similar colour to the body of 

the home or its trim, and shall not be enclosed as solid walls 

above 32 inches in height. 
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L. Garages, Carports and Parking 

Intent  

(a) To provide the parking necessary in a manner that does not result 

in vehicles and garages becoming a dominant visual element in 

the neighbourhood.  

Guidelines  

(b) Parking shall be provided in accordance with Lantzville’s 

residential parking requirements.  

(c) Where parking garages are attached to the home, they shall be 

integrated into the massing of the home  

(d) Whether the parking garage is attached to the home or as an 

accessory building, they shall not be designed or located so as to 

dominate the visual character of the entrance or front façade of 

the home.  

M. Exterior Home Lighting  

Intent  

To support functional and accent lighting while minimizing light 

pollution.  

Guidelines  

(a) Exterior lighting should be limited wherever possible. Extensive 

exterior floodlighting is not permitted. 

(b) Where lighting is installed, it should primarily be for address 

numbering or other small signage, timed security lighting, 

pathway or living area lighting and lighting that accents key 

landscape or home features.  

(c) Lighting should be located, designed, shaded and directed so that 

the light source (bulb)is not visible from immediately outside the 
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Lot’s property lines, unless there are topographic or other 

challenging issues that make this not possible.   

N. Exterior Address Numbers and Signage 

Intent  

To ensure convenient wayfinding and home-based businesses to 

be identified in a manner that does not aesthetically dominate or 

undermine the desired residential character of the 

neighbourhood.  

Guidelines  

(a) All homes shall have address numbering visible from the frontage 

street, ideally with spot lighting to permit nighttime address 

finding for emergency services.  

(b) Aesthetically pleasing address numbering is encouraged.  

O. Accessory Buildings  

Intent  

To permit accessory buildings (garden sheds, studios, garages, 

shops, children’s playhouses, etc…) but to do so in a manner that 

fits with the home and landscape and is not visually intrusive.  

Guidelines  

(a) Accessory buildings shall be located to the side or rear of the 

home and shall not exceed the height of the primary house.  

(b) The materials and colours used in the accessory building shall be 

the same as those used for the primary home, with the exception 

of prefabricated garden sheds, greenhouses and gazebos, which 

are allowed but must still conform to the permitted colour palette.  

(c) All structures must confirm to zoning and setbacks. 
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P. Sustainable and Healthy Buildings 

Intent  

To encourage sustainable building techniques that support local 

artisans and healthy lifestyles while minimizing negative impact 

on the environment or on human health.   

Guidelines  

(a) The following best practices are encouraged but not required:  

(i) Use of a respected green or healthy building performance 

rating program (LEED, BuiltGreen, Well Building, 

Passivhaus, R2000, others); 

(ii) Higher than normal levels of insulation and sealing;  

(iii) Strategic location of windows and shading devices to 

support passive heating and lighting objectives;  

(iv) Rainwater collection for re-use;  

(v) Use of energy-efficient appliances and lighting;  

(vi) Use of high-efficiency plumbing fixtures and appliances;  

(vii) Use of paints, materials and adhesives that have low or no 

levels of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs); and 

(viii) Use of natural materials sourced locally or regionally.  

8. Landscape Management  

A. Vegetation  

Intent  

To protect native vegetation and ecosystem health where 

possible and ensure corridors of natural vegetation are retained 

between lots and homes where possible.  
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Guidelines  

(a) No-disturbance / vegetation protection zones should be followed 

(see Development Envelope and Tree Protection guidelines 

elsewhere in this document).  

(b) No invasive species should be specified in the landscape plan.  

Invasive species are as defined by the Invasive Species Council of 

BC.    

(c) Construction, landscape and maintenance practices should 

include the removal of existing invasive species, including Scotch 

\Broom.  

(d) Outside the development envelope, landscaping or other 

interventions should specify primarily native plants.  A 

recommended list can be found at the Habitat Acquisition Trust 

website as well as others.  

(e) Drought tolerant landscape planting is recommended in order to 

conserve water.  

B. Lot Grading and Drainage Protection  

Intent  

To ensure changes to the lot’s grades integrate well with the 

surrounding landscape, maintain appropriate drainage patterns 

and aesthetic beauty.  

Guidelines  

(a) New grading of any lot should match or blend gently into the 

grades of the natural landscapes along the property lines and 

vegetation preservation zones and outside the Development 

Envelope.   

(b) Small retaining walls, under 1.0 m in height, are allowed at the 

interface between areas inside and outside the Development 

Envelope where necessary to manage challenging topography.  
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(c) Grading interventions must not create a drainage problem for 

neighbours or for the frontage road.  All changes to lot-scale 

drainage are to be in accordance with current engineering 

practices and with the overall drainage plan for the 

neighbourhood.   

C. Retaining Walls 

Intent  

To ensure that retaining walls are permitted to assist in 

responding to the neighbourhoods steep topography, but to 

ensure retaining walls do not undermine the aesthetic beauty of 

the neighbourhood.  

Guidelines  

(a) All retaining walls over 1.0M in height shall be professionally 

engineered.  

(b) All retaining walls and their associated footings shall be located 

within the Lot property boundaries and will respect side setbacks.  

(c) Mutual agreements to build shared retaining walls between 

neighbours are not discouraged but such agreements should be 

made in writing and the Developer is not responsible for any 

disputes, conflicts or problems.  

(d) Heights – Retaining walls shall not exceed 3.0m in height from the 

immediate adjacent ground level however any wall over 1.5m shall 

be screened by evergreen vegetation such that no more than 1.5m 

of the wall is visible within two years of construction. 

(e) Materials – The visible facades of retaining walls shall be 

composed of only the following materials: natural stone, brick, 

exposed aggregate concrete, split faced concrete block, stamped 

concrete, or cultured stone.   

(f) Large concrete lock bloc style blocks or pressure treated wood 

are not permitted for the façade of any retaining wall.  
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D. Pools  

Intent 

To permit pools in a manner that fits with the home and 

landscape and addresses necessary safety measures  

Guidelines  

(a) Pools are permitted on the side or rear of the home.  Siting must 

respect the side setback requirement and the natural landscape 

buffers 

(b) Pools should be appropriately fenced to address safety concerns.  

(c) Pool infrastructure should be appropriately screened from view 

from the frontage road.  

E. Fencing and Privacy Screening  

Intent  

To permit privacy and wildlife fencing in areas of the lot, while 

preserving natural areas and creating a friendly neighbourhood 

aesthetic character.  

Guidelines  

(a) Locations – Fencing may be located anywhere within the 

prescribed Development Envelope on the Lot.  The placement of 

fencing must preserve the natural landscape buffers and side 

setbacks.  (Disturbance Envelope) 

(b) Heights – Fences on the sides or back of the lot may be up to 2m 

in height from the adjacent landscape.   Fences along the front of 

the lot (facing the frontage road) shall be no more than 1.3m in 

height.  

(c) Materials permitted for landscape (non-structural) fencing and 

walls includes:  

(i) Natural wood;  
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(ii) Natural stone  

(iii) Rammed earth (or equivalent); 

(d) Materials prohibited for fencing include:  

(i) Prefabricated wooden fence panels  

(ii) Prefabricated concrete fence panels  

(iii) Vinyl 

(iv) Chain-link  

(v) Various similar poly materials 

(vi) Other materials not deemed to be in keeping with the 

character of the home and neighbourhood.   

(e) Colour – The colours of fencing (wood, stains, paint) shall be 

consistent or harmonious with the colours used on the main 

building 

F. Pets, Kennels, Urban Chickens and Livestock 

Intent  

To permit appropriate infrastructure that supports household pets 

and neighbourhood-friendly urban agriculture.  

Guidelines  

(a) Fenced areas for pets are allowed within the defined 

Development Envelope on the lot.  

(b) Lantzville’s Urban Farming bylaw (BYLAW NO. 60.29) shall be 

followed in all areas.  

(c) A limited number of urban chickens are permitted provided they 

are kept in an attractive and effective coop.   

(i) A maximum of 4 hens (no roosters) per lot is allowed. 

(ii) Ducks, turkeys, or other fowl are not allowed. 
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(iii) Eggs, meat, and manure produced cannot be used for 

commercial purposes. 

(iv) Backyard slaughtering is not allowed.  

(d) Bee keeping is permitted to a maximum of two small hives in a 

fenced area in the rear yard area, at a minimum of 3m away from 

any property line.  It is the responsibility of the beekeeper to 

become trained in beekeeping, adhere to best management 

practices in beekeeping, prevent swarming and aggressive 

behavior, to reasonably address concerns and mitigate any major 

risks to their neighbours and be prepared to manage anaphylactic 

shock by having an EpiPen as part of their first aid kit. 

G. Composting facilities  

Intent  

To support the use of landscape and garden composting facilities 

that minimizes risk and negative impacts.  

Guidelines  

(a) Lantzville’s Urban Farming bylaw (BYLAW NO. 60.29) shall be 

followed in all areas.  

(b) All yard waste and garden compost facilities shall be in enclosed 

structures or composting units.  

(c) No composting equipment or practices shall be permitted that 

cause unreasonable noxious odors that impact neighbouring 

properties.  

(d) No animal feces shall be composted on site at any time.  
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9. Construction Process 

A. Timing  

(a) There is no requirement for when home construction shall 

commence on a lot following its purchase or the approval of 

permits.  

(b) Once construction commences on a home, the home must be 

completed within 12 months.  

(c) Landscaping must be completed to design specifications within 6 

months of the completion of the home.  

(d) Notwithstanding these time requirements, should a significant 

delay or stoppage occur during construction of the home or 

landscape, the site should be fully seeded with native grass seeds 

within 1 month of the delay to prevent erosion, dust and invasive 

species.  

B. Debris and Trash Removal and Recycling  

Intent  

To keep building sites tidy and to divert waste from the landfill.  

Guidelines  

(a) Construction sites shall be kept tidy with debris and trash stored 

in garbage bins.  

(b) A construction materials recycling program shall be implemented 

to divert recyclable materials from the landfill (wood, metal, 

plastic, etc.…). 

(c) An erosion and dust control plan shall be created and 

implemented to minimize negative impacts on the environment 

and neighbours.  
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10. Design Review Checklist 

Plans to be submitted:  

1. Site Plan  

(a) entire property shown 

(b) existing grading 

(c) all special terrain features to be preserved within the property 

boundaries shown 

(d) easements 

(e) required setbacks 

(f) edge of pavement 

(g) proposed construction activity zone (include driveway access & 

temporary fencing for utility trenching) 

(h) overall Building Envelope area 

(i) building footprint 

(j) all proposed structures shown with roof overhangs and directions 

(k) driveways, parking area(s), paving, and surface materials  

(l) patios, porches, decks, terraces, site walls  

(m) finished floor elevation of all levels 

(n) location and maximum heights of retaining walls  

(o) location of all improvements on adjacent parcels 

(p) square feet of impermeable coverage 

(q) location of previous site disturbances 

(r) location of utility connection routes to principal building 

(s) filter fencing, drip trenches, and other temporary and permanent 

best management practices located and noted 

2. Landscape Plan  

(a) quantities, sizes, species and locations of proposed plants 

(b) location of any enhanced landscape if applicable  
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(c) areas of pre-existing site disturbances 

(d) all areas to be re-vegetated 

(e) paving, terraces, patios, courtyards, structures, posts, walls 

(f) vegetation and trees to be transplanted, with new locations 

(g) irrigation system: locations, types, lifetime limit if applicable 

(h) decorative material and borders 

(i) details or sections of posts, address marker stones, containment 

devices and any other elements at scale 1” = 1’-0” 

(j) any exterior landscape lighting and signage 

3. Building floor and roof plan  

(a) Floor plan  

(b) floor area for each level 

(c) patios, porches, decks, terraces, site walls 

(d) window locations 

(e) finished floor elevations 

(f) exterior light fixture locations 

(g) all roof pitches (framing plans not necessary)  

(h) locations of proposed roofing materials  

(i) skylights (if applicable)  

(j) locations of appurtenances (chimneys, vents, satellite dishes, if 

applicable, etc.) 

4. Building sections and elevations 

(a) existing and finished grades 

(b) minimum one building section for each major structure 

(c) minimum of four full elevations 

(d) existing and finished grades 

(e) plate heights 

(f) ridge heights 
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(g) indication and notation of all exterior material 

(h) fenestration and window composition (include garage doors, 

front door, etc.) 

(i) colour rendering on one elevation 

(j) obscured elevations 

(k) exterior light fixture locations 

(l) satellite dish and other appurtenance locations (if applicable) 

5. Colour, material and equipment board  

(a) samples of each exterior material, firmly secured to a stiff board 

(siding, roofing, stone, non-asphalt paving, flashing, trim), with cut 

sheets showing all exterior doors, windows, and accents). 

(b) Pictures of the lights specified.  

(Attach sketch plan showing site plan, house locations and driveways) 


